Weston Historical Society 


For over 40 years the Weston Historical 
Society has promoted a respect for our 
community roots and heritage structures. 
In addition to our regular meetings, we 
conduct historical walks, cemetery tours, 
and give historical presentations. We 
have also released a number of 
publications and other historical items. 


Our meetings are held five times each 
year on the first Wednesday in February, 
April, June, October and December. 
Guests are welcome. 


The first four meetings are held at The 
Village of Humber Heights, 2245 
Lawrence Avenue West Etobicoke. The 
December date is reserved for our Annual 
Hymn and Carol Sing. 
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Settlers were attracted to this area in the 
early 1800’s due to rich timber resources 
and water-power potential. The river was 
once known as the Tanaouate and formed 
part of the route known as the Carrying 
Place Trail (a native trading path) which 
paralleled the Humber River. 


In 1806 the first sawmill was established 
on the west side of the river. The 
following two decades saw a growth of the 
small hamlet, initially referred to as “The 
Humber’ in the river valley close to the mill 
site. About 1817, millers James and John 
Farr took over operation of the newly 
constructed grist and saw mill and 
possibly renamed the small community 
Weston, after their English home. The 
community expanded on both banks as a 
distillery, blacksmith shop, harness maker, 
cooper shop, tavern and other amenities 
were built. 


A flood destroyed the river valley 
settlement in 1850. The grist mill, now 
owned by the Wadsworth brothers, was 
rebuilt and operated into the early 20" 
century. 


After the flood, Weston was rebuilt chiefly 
on the high, east bank. The arrival of the 
railway (1856/1869) ensured Weston’s 
continued growth. Over the years steam 
power gradually replaced water power. 
Fires and floods destroyed most of the 
mills later on. 


Streetscape Mural Circa 1907 
Sketch by: Eric Lee 


Weston was incorporated as a village in 
1881 and as a town in 1915. After 
WWII Weston was the commercial hub 
for the area northwest of Toronto. 


Hurricane Hazel wreaked havoc in 1954 
as 8 inches of rain fell in 24 hours. The 
Humber River rose 30 feet. Numerous 
homes were lost on Maple Bush 
Avenue, Fairglen Crescent and Dee 
Avenue. On Raymore Drive thirty-six 
people lost their lives, 60 families were 
left homeless and 1200 feet of street 
disappeared. 


Weston became part of the Borough of 
York in 1967 and was one of the 6 
municipalities amalgamated into the 
new City of Toronto in 1998. 


COMMENCE TOUR AT 
WESTON ROAD & KING STREET: 


1. Weston Library 
2 King Street 
Designated as a Heritage Structure 
under the Ontario Heritage Act 


Sketch by: Lucy Vivaldo 


Financed by a $10,000 grant from the 
Carnegie Foundation, the library was 
designed by architect Peter Lindsay and 
built in 1914 by local contractor George 
Sainsbury. On the exterior you will note 
the mosaic tiles and McCausland stained 
glass windows which immortalize 
renowned literary figures. Be sure to view 
our display case housed in the library. 


Central United Church 
1 King Street 


Sketch by: Eric Lee 


Founded as a Methodist Episcopal church in 
1821, the original frame building was 
replaced by a Wesleyan Methodist brick 
building in 1849. The present building was 
erected in 1887 when the Methodist 
Episcopal congregation which had moved to 
Church Street, merged with the Wesleyan 
Methodists. The adjacent burial ground was 
moved about 1920 to Riverside Cemetery at 
Royal York Road and Lawrence Ave. W. 


19. Riverstone Wall Fences 


The Humber River shale of the Humber 
River provided the early settlers with a 
ready source of building material. It was 
taken out of the river in wagon loads and 
used for the foundations of many of 
Weston’s early homes and in more recent 
times for the stone fences which are 
found throughout the community. 


Many of the stone fences were built by 
master stone mason James Gove who 
emigrated from England in 1926. 
Transportation co st from the river 
charged by Charlie Gillis teamster, at that 
time was 25 cents per wagon load to haul 
the stone from the bed of the river. 


Today, “mining” the Humber is prohibited. 
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Sketch by: Eric Lee 


20. Weston Town Hall 
1883 — 1957 


Sketch by: Denise Tsuruoka 


Located at the NW corner of Little 
Avenue and Main Street (Weston 
Road), the Town Hall was built by 
William Tyrell and completed in 1883 at 
a cost of $4,861.02. It was name in 
honor of Lord Dufferin, then Governor 
General. 


The town bell rang at 6 a.m., 12 noon, 1 
p.m. and 6 p.m. Curfew was at 9 p.m. 
It also rang wildly for fires and 
emergencies and tolled slowly for 
funerals. The bell is now located in front 
of the present firehall east of Lawrence 
Ave. West and Weston Road. 


15. Weston Presbyterian Church 
7 Cross Street 


Sketch by: Eric Lee 


Services were held in homes for about 8 
years before the first church was built in 
1865; the present structure on this site 
was built by William Tyrrell in 1881. The 
front façade changed in 1967. 


16. 24 Cross Street 
The original farm house constructed in 
1858 had a plum and cherry orchard 
stretching out behind to Main Street 
(Weston Road) In 1938, new owners 
moved the house back 16 feet to a new 
foundation and the present kitchen was 
built at that time. In 1941 Charley Gillis 
moved an outbuilding from Wilson 
Avenue (near Weston Road) to the 
present site and set it on concrete 
footings. In 1949, an _ addition’s 
foundation was excavated by hand, the 
single roof peak was changed into 2 
symmetrical dormers and the fagade was 
dressed with the current shutters and 
door moldings that remain to this day. 


17. 24 Church Street 
(former Oddfellows Hall) 


Sketch by: Eric Lee 


In the late 1830’s, the Methodist Episcopal 
congregation built a frame church on this 
site. In 1886 they sold the building to the 
Oddfellows who bricked it over and added a 
second storey and mansard roof. 


18. St. John’s Anglican Church 
2125 Weston Road 


Sketch by: Barbara E. Leewis 


In 1856, St. John’s Chapel (originally on 
Rectory Road as the Chapel of Ease) served 
as a place of worship and as a school chapel 
for the boys boarding school. When the 
Church building was being moved south on 
log rollers in the spring of 1893, it became 
mired in the mud and created a traffic 
problem. The church was quickly pushed 
onto its present angled location. The most 
recent restoration work was completed in 
1999. 


Importance of Schools in Weston 


The early settlers of the village were 
concerned about the education of their 
children. About 1833 Captain John 
Pirritte, retired army schoolmaster, with 
the assistance of some of his neighbours 
established a school in his home on the 
east bank of the Humber. The school 
moved to a larger building in 1842. 


In 1860, a brick school was built on the 
corner of Rectory Road and Main Street 
(Weston Road); on the stone above the 
door was the Latin inscription “Pro bono 
publico”. 


3. King Street School 
30 King Street 
(now H. J. Alexander Jr. Public School) 


Kine STREET Scrioot 1892 


When “Pro Bono Publico” became too 
small, a new school was built on this site 
about 1892. It was replaced in 1950 and 
renamed H. J. Alexander in 1967 after the 
first principal. The present school was 
officially opened November 2/95. 


The first grammar school (high school) 
was founded in 1857 at the corner of 
King and Elm Streets. 


4. 38 King Street at George St. 

This home was originally built in 1865 
as a manse for the Weston Presbyterian 
Church and has been extensively 
renovated. 


5. 56 King Street/ 

126 Rosemount Avenue 
Circa 1855, this home was originally a 
single family dwelling for Rowland Burr, 
father-in-law to William Tyrrell. 


In 1865, it housed a private boys school, 
founded by the Rev. William Arthur 
Johnson (rector of St. Phillips Church) 
who had a distinguished military career 
in India and for a time served as aide- 
de-camp to Arthur Wellesley, the first 
Duke of Wellington. 


Father Johnson’s school opened on 
May 1, 1865 with 9 names on the 
register (8 of which were his sons). As 
enrollment increased, they acquired 
additional space. By the end of the first 
year, enrollment had increased to 38 
and it almost doubled again the 
following year. 


The school became known as Trinity 
College School and moved to Port Hope 
circa 1870 where it still operates today. 
Many pupils achieved great eminence 
later...Sir William Osler, Regius 
Professor of Medicine at Oxford, 
Clarendon Worrell, Lord Bishop of Nova 
Scotia, Dr. John A. Worrell, K.C., 
Chancellor of Trinity University. 


6. 125 Rosemount Avenue 
Circa 1894 


Sketch by: Dave Beaton 


This is a beautifully preserved example in 
the Second Empire style (late 19" century 
architecture). The builder was Alonzo 
Wheeler. The mansard roof and curved 
lintel dormers and the fretwork of the front 
porch are typical features of this style. 


Rosemount Avenue Area 

In the mid 1840’s this area, comprised of 
about 10 acres, was owned by a young 
Irish immigrant William Tyrrell. 


As a builder and contractor, he built a 
number of mills, churches and homes in 
the area. He built the first Old Mill at the 
age of 21 and was asked to build it again 
12 years later after the first one was 
destroyed by fire. He also built Weston 
Presbyterian Church in 1881 and the 
Town Hall in 1883. 


Streets named in this area bear his sons 
names: Robert, Grattan and Joseph. The 
Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology in 
Drumheller, Alberta honours his son Joseph 
Burr Tyrrell. 


7. 64 King Street 
Designated as a Heritage Structure 
under the Ontario Heritage Act 


Sketch by: Barbara E. Leewis 


This was the home of William Tyrrell, our first 
Reeve and Justice of the Peace. This 
Georgian sytle home was built in 1858. His 
J. P. office was located in the north wing. 
Typical of that time, the kitchen was located 
in the basement. It is now a private nursing 
home. 


8. 130 Rosemount Avenue 


This rough cast Ontario Gothic Revival 
cottage was built circa 1865 without a 
basement. Note the peaked roof, working 
shutters and finely detailed front door. 
Perishables were kept in a root cellar. 


9. 135 Rosemount Avenue 

Built in 1906. It was the home of Rev. 
Hughes-Jones who served as rector of St. 
John’s Anglican Church (refer to #18). 
The home has ceilings 12 feet high and 
has retained the original lighting fixtures. 


10. 149 Rosemount (at Joseph) 
Typical of its time, this home has a 
riverstone foundation, long narrow 
windows and fine, detailed brickwork. 
William Tyrrell sold this property to James 
T. Duffy in 1890 for $250. 


11. 164 Rosemount 

This white frame house was sold by 
Hester Ann Francis to Thomas Simpson 
in 1877 for $650. 


“Century Homes” 
162-168-174 Rosemount Ave. 


These three homes were built by William 
Tyrrell for his workmen who leased them 
at nominal rates. 


At the rear of 174 Rosemount, the kitchen 
wing was originally the railway flagstop 
(shelter) which was once used at 
Highfield (Hwy 27 & Rexdale Blivd.). Still 
visible in the bricks on the south side are 
the names of the Madgett boys — their 
father worked for William Tyrrell at that 
time. 


12. 57 Church Street 

This Ontario Gothic cottage style home 
(with gingerbread trim) was originally built 
on Tyrrell’s land for Marianne Kurtz in 
1860. 


13. 51 Church Street 

Built flat on the ground (no basement) 
by Felix Kent about 1860, this Regency 
Cottage style originally had a fireplace in 
the centre of the house. The owners 
were able to access their well through 
the floor of the dining room. 


14. Arrival of the Railway 

The Grand Trunk Railway (now CNR) 
was built through Weston in 1856 and 
the Toronto Grey & Bruce (now CPR) 
followed in 1869. 


Goods manufactured in Weston 
(machinery parts from Coulter's 
Foundry, barrels of flour from 
Wadsworth’s Mill) could be shipped by 
rail throughout Southern Ontario. 
Livestock breeder Mart Gardhouse was 
able to transport his fine dray horses to 
Vancouver. Access to Toronto’s 
services was also possible. 


Signalman’s Duckett circa 1915 
Sketch by: Eric Lee 


Ducketts (watch towers) were quite 
common in the 1890’s. Levers were 
operated manually; signalmen watched 
for hazards and pedestrians. Automatic 
signals were introduced after WWII. 


